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Happy Holiday After All: Last Week's Boom Has Stores Smiling

By David Moin
NEW YORK — What a difference a
week makes.

While stores previously
bemoaned what appeared to be a
poor holiday season right up to

Christmas, retailers across the price put them back on track for the five-
spectrum on Monday couldn’t week December sales period.

Strong Gain for Retail Shares in‘04, Page 13, | 105Uy, they were thankful for
bargain-crazed consumers

contain their raves about the post-  conditioned to shop after Christmas
Christmas week, which many said See Post-Christmas, Page 12
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Reebok Hit With $4M Lawsuit
From Pharrell Williams’ Brand

NEW YORK — BBC Ice Cream LLC, musician and
producer Pharrell Williams’ apparel and footwear
brand, has filed suit against Reebok International,
accusing the sneaker giant of breach of contract
and seeking damages in excess of $4 million.

In a complaint filed in Manhattan Federal Court
on Dec. 17, BBC, which stands for Billionaire Boys
Club, accused Reebok of violations on three counts
of breach of contract relating to an apparel licens-
ing agreement reached between the two companies
in October 2003.

According to the complaint, Reebok failed to
produce any apparel products meeting BBC’s ap-
proval standards and also failed to ship a repre-
sentative apparel line by a June 1, 2004 deadline.
BBC is asking for no less than $1.6 million on each
of the three counts.

A Reebok spokesman said the company does
not comment on pending legal matters.

The complaint said that on Oct. 1, 2003, the
two companies signed a licensing agreement al-
lowing Reebok to use the BBC trademarks on a
range of items, including shirts, pants, sweat-
shirts and accessories.

“Reebok signed the agreement as of Oct. 1,
2003, but failed to distribute for sale — much less

Pharrell
Williams

N

& & Reebok signed the agreement as of Oct. 1, 2003, hut failed to
distribute for sale — much less sell — one stitch of apparel.??

sell — one stitch of apparel,” said BBC in the
complaint.

According to BBC, problems arose shortly after
the agreement was signed. “In January 2004, only
a few months after the execution of the agree-
ment...certain Reebok personnel began to ac-
knowledge to BBC that Reebok could not ade-
quately produce the full range of Licensed
Products...in a manner consistent with the design
and quality standards and specifications required
by BBC,” said the complaint.

Sample items presented to BBC by Reebok
during the spring of 2004 were deemed to be sub-
standard by BBC. “Reebok repeatedly assured
BBC that the nonconforming and disapproved as-
pects of these samples would be corrected,” said
the complaint. “Reebok, however, failed to correct

— BBC legal complait

these deficiencies.”

Williams debuted the Billionaire Boys Club ap-
parel and Ice Cream footwear lines, both licensed
by Reebok, at a press conference held in
Manhattan in late August.

At the time, the collections were to have limit-
ed global distribution beginning in mid-
September, selling at stores such as Alife in New
York, Fred Segal in Los Angeles and Colette in
Paris. Only 30 stores in total were to carry the
products. Women’s footwear was slated to be in-
troduced early this year.

“This is not based on being an entertainer — this
line is a childhood dream of mine,” Williams said at
the press conference. “The line doesn’t say Pharrell
on it, and the goal for this collection is exclusivity.”

— Ross Tucker

Felony Charge Against Sears Dropped

By Joanna Ramey

WASHINGTON — A Texas judge
has dropped a third-degree
felony charge against Sears
Roebuck & Co. that stemmed
from the retailer’s $25,000 contri-
bution to a political action com-
mittee backed by House Majority
Leader Tom DeLay and dedicat-
ed to electing Republicans.
Travis County District Court
Judge Bob Perkins dismissed
the charges on Thursday after
the retailer reached an agree-
ment with District Attorney
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Ronald Earle that requires
Sears to disclose corporate po-
litical contributions on its Web
site and cooperate with state of-
ficials in prosecuting others in
the case.

It is illegal in Texas for a
company to make political con-
tributions and a Travis County
grand jury indicted Sears and
six other companies last fall
for violating the law. If convict-
ed, Sears faced a fine of as
much as $20,000.

As part of the agreement,
Sears will fund a public informa-
tion program at the University of
Texas on the role of corpora-
tions in American democracy. In
addition, Sears has hired a sen-
ior executive compliance officer
to review the company’s politi-
cal contribution practices.

“We have maintained all
along that there was no illegal
action on the part of the compa-
ny,” said Robert J. O’Leary,
Sears senior vice president of
public relations and govern-
ment affairs.

According to the settlement,
evidence indicates that Sears
approved the $25,000 contribu-

tion “on the basis of false and
misleading information provid-
ed by the fund-raiser that so-
licited the contribution.”

Sears is the second company,
in addition to Diversified
Collection Services of Calif-
ornia, to have charges against it
dropped. Sears’ one-time contri-
bution was to Texans for a
Republican Majority Political
Action Committee, which is
linked to DeLay, who is from
Houston. Three political fund-
raisers with ties to DeLay have
been indicted on charges of so-
liciting and using some $190,000
in illegal corporate contribu-
tions to further GOP fortunes in
the Texas state house.

It’s alleged that the PAC’s ac-
tivities helped the GOP in 2002
take control of the Texas legisla-
ture after being dominated by
Democrats since Reconstruc-
tion. With Republicans at the
helm, the legislature passed a
Congressional redistricting bill
seen as favoring five new
Republicans for re-election to
Congress this fall. The GOP ad-
ditions increased the Repub-
lican majority in the House.
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GENERAL

Retailers across the price spectrum couldn't hold back raving about the
post-Christmas week they said put them back on track for the month.

A Texas judge has dropped a felony charge against Sears for the retailer’s
$25,000 contribution to a PAC aimed at electing Republicans.

EYE: A look at where the Ladies Who Lunch jetted for the holidays, what
they ate and drank, where they shopped and what they read.

FASHION: For early fall, designers are whipping up sporty jackets, classic
trenchcoats and glamorous evening looks in pink, which works year-round.
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© CITA DENIAL: The Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements, a multiagency U.S. government group, has denied a
short-supply request for certain circular knit jersey fabrics filed by
apparel and accessories firm Jaclyn Inc. under the Caribbean
Trade Partnership Act. The preferential import law generally re-
quires that U.S. textiles be used in order to receive duty-free status,
but it allows garments made of non-U.S. materials to qualify for
duty-free status if they are not commercially available in the U.S.
Jaclyn, a 75-year-old company based in Manhattan, employs 200
people in the U.S. and has annual sales of more than $100 million.
The company produces apparel, backpacks, handbags, sport bags,
travel bags and related accessories for men, women and children.

©® BUYING RECH: Bankrupt French fashion house Georges Rech,
which sought protection from its creditors last fall, has been pur-
chased by French ready-to-wear firm Apostrophe. Terms of the deal,
announced Monday, were not disclosed. Apostrophe is buying Rech
from Swiss equity firm Leman Capital, which last year sold its other
fashion interest, Guy Laroche, to Hong Kong’s YGM Trading Ltd. A
spokeswoman for Apostrophe said the firm plans to develop Rech,
which last year had estimated sales of 180 million euros, or $240 mil-
lion at current exchange, and update its designs. Apostrophe, which
is controlled by the Hazan family, has sales of about 35 million
euros, or about $47 million, and operates about 25 shops in Europe.

©® RELIEF WAVE: Los Angeles-based Von Dutch Originals is joining
the relief efforts pouring into the tsunami-battered regions of
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India and Thailand. In partnership with hu-
manitarian agency Operation USA, Von Dutch, known for its car-
culture-driven clothing line, is selling four women’s and men’s T-
shirt styles to benefit the disaster victims. The black cotton shirts,
available in short sleeves for $29 and long sleeves for $34, are em-
blazoned with “Tsunami Relief” on the front and the Von Dutch
logo and Operation USA on the sleeves. All profits from the sales
of these Tshirts will go toward Operation USA’s humanitarian dis-
aster response program, which is under way in the affected areas.
So far, about 1,000 shirts have sold since they went on sale Friday
on the Von Dutch Web site, according to Chris Detert, the compa-
ny’s director of marketing. He said the company’s five stores
should receive shipments by today and plans call for wholesale
distribution, as well. “We’ll produce enough to meet demand, but
we’re hoping to sell 100,000,” Detert said.

Clarification

Memorial services for Harry Martindale, former Pacific Coast di-
rector of Fairchild Publications Inc., will be held Wednesday at
11 a.m. at the St. Mark Presbyterian Church, 2100 Mar Vista Drive
in Newport Beach, Calif. Due to incorrect information from
Martindale’s former lawyers, the wrong church was given in a
story on page 9, Monday.
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From the catwalks to the glamour of the people, parties and city scene,
WWD s first to uncover New York’s biggest celebration of fashion.

As the New York Fashion Week buzz begins, make sure your message 1is heard
in this special issue that will turn the fashion crowd into your best customers.

Bonus Distribution: Bryant Park tents, other key shows,

power breakfast locales, fashionable N.Y.C. hotels and high-end specialty stores.

For more information contact Ralph Erardy, senior v.p. group publisher at 212-630-4589, or your WWD sales representative.
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& The Getaway

From bikinis and caftans to the coziest apres-ski minks,
the chics packed for holiday jaunts around the world.

FERNANDA NIVEN
Destination:Harbour Island, Bahamas
Fashion staplesTory by TRB jersey voile T-shirts, tank
tops, fisherman espadrilles, BoOem sandals with
mother-of-pearl shells, Allegra Hicks caftans and
Calvin Klein bathing suits. OAnd of course
Fernanda Niven handbags in bright colors!O
Shops sheOll higlue Rooster and Allegra Hicks.
Activities: OSnorkeling, fishing and relaxing.O
Reading materialNelson DeMilleOs ONight
Fall,0 and Bob ColacelloOs ORonnie & Nancy.O
Luggage of choiceT. Anthony in blue.

LISA AIRAN
Destination:Aspen, Colo.
OThe Little Nell on
Christmas Eve and then
with our friends who

have a beautiful home

in Woody Creek.O
Fashion staplesbior

Ski and Prada Ski.
Reading material:
OBeaton in the SixtiesO
Looking forward toOBeing
at the top of Ajax
mountain, looking at

the breathtaking

scenery and breathing
the cool mountain air.O
Favorite spots:
Matsuhisa, Woody Creek
Tavern and The Caribou Club.
Toshop:J. Mendel and
Distractions.

Luggage of choiceAspen Luggage
Company

LARA MEILAND

Destination:Crans-Montana, Switzerland
Fashion staplesCavalli shearling, Chanel snow boots, Bogner
jackets, Ralph Lauren ski pants.

Reading materialGustave FlaubertOs OSalammbo.O _
Looking forward toThe Joory familyOs annual New YearOs black-

CRYSTAL LOURD
Destination:Family
home in Sailfish
Point, Fla.

Fashion staples:
OMy gold Chanel
flats because they
look good with
everything.O

Reading material:
OGloria VanderbiltOs
memoirs and all my
Us Weeklies from the

last month.O

Daytime activities:

OChasing children,

beachcombing, maybe

catching a few new

movies.O

Favorite spot to eat:

OThe country club

because itOs not very

far. We go on the

golf cart.O

Toshop:Ol love the

alleys off Worth Avenue.O
Luggage of choice©l have

awhole set of Louis
Vitton,
LeSportsac because itOs so light,

and | can just stuff it beyond belief.O

but all | use is

MA RJORIE RAEIN
Destination:One & Only Palmilla in Los

JACQUIGETTY

Destination:Northern

California. OOn Christmas
Eve we go to PeterOs
parentsO house in San
Francisco for lunch,
then to Napa for
Christmas.O
Lodging:The Coppola
winery.

Fashion staplesOUgg
boots (IOm kidding). 10m
going to wear a great
caftan with Manolo Blahnik

evening leopard shoes and
antique earrings.O

Reading materialOThe Good
ApprenticeO by Iris Murdoch.
Activities: OWrapping presents,
watching movies and riding go-
carts and minibikes.O
Looking forward toWaiching
everyone open their presents.
Favorite spotsThe Coppola
dining room table and Tosca
Cafe in San Francisco.
Luggage of choiceT. Anthony

hot places.O

Cabos, Mexico.

Fashion staplesOMostly Michael
Kors shirtdresses. | have a Tuleh
caftan for the pool, a bright
Hermes Birkin for holding
everything in the day and a
Lambertson Truex croc clutch in
lime green for evening. 10m a
big fan of pareos and flip-flops
from Capri and gold Manolo
[Blahnik] flip-flops with a little
heel go with everything. My
husband and son have matching
\ilebrequin bathing suits. They
are matching dandies.O
Reading materialOHello!, Us
Weekly, In Touch, People and
other serious magazines. | will
be the expert on the Olsen

twins when | return.O

Activities: OEating a cooked
breakfast, getting massages,
lying by the pool, people-
watching, reading and playing with
my three-month-old son. He loves

Luggage of choiceOT. Anthony is the

official Gubelmann/Raein family luggage.O

tie fete at La Bergerie. .
Favorite spot to eatte Vieux Moulin N Odelicious fondue

and raclette with a racleur who is an institution in Crans.O
Watering hole:OA fun club called LOAbsolut and an Italian

bar called Le Memphis.O

Luggage of choiceTumi and Louis Vuitton. Olt takes a

beating on the way up the mountain.O

EMILIA FANJUL PFEIFLER
Destination:Casa de Campo,

Dominican Republic

Fashion staplesShoshanna and AbaetZ
bikinis, cover-ups & sundresses by Tibi
and Winter & Miggs and Zooey T-shirts
that are sexy and lightweight, perfect for
day and evening. For night she goes with
white jeans and a pretty top or a more
flirty dress like a silky Miguelina with a
lightweight cashmere sweater.

Reading materialOWaughOs OBrideshead
Revisited,0 since itOs what IOm supposed to
be reading for my book club, but I also
want to read the new Tom Wolfe book.O
Activities: OWork out at the gym, go to the
beach, swim with my family and my
brotherOs kids, have a long lunch, quick
nap, and some sort of activity N
horseback riding or a golf lesson and then
hopefully a massage to

finish off the hard

day!O

Favorite spotsOl love

to eat at home, but

also the marina at

Casa de Campo has

a great sushi

place. Up on

the hill in Altos

de Chavon they

have great

Italian places.

For drinks, the

Marina is

packed. You

feel like you

are in Capri.0

Favorite carry-

ons:OMy dog

Pontoufle in

hand and T.

Anthony

luggage that

my mother has

been buying me

for years.O

NINA GRISCOM

RACHEL ROY

Destination:

Careyes,

Mexico. OWe are

staying in a

house so that we

can bring friends

and family along to

fill up all of the

rooms, and flying

private, so we can

completely relax.O

Fashion staplesOl

am bringing lots of

Bokhee N long Indian

skirts that | wear as

strapless dresses. They

are perfect for sexy

cover-ups or a

dinner dress.

Also, | just found a

vintage Pucci, ankle-

length pleated skirt. OndadeMar bikinis,
Missoni one-pieces, cowboy hats from
Shady Brady to block the sun, Rocawear
Jackie O sunglasses, tons of against evil
eye bracelets, anklets and belly chains,
and the best: shell necklaces (my
daughter and | collect shells N we are
obsessed).0

Reading materialTwo David Sedaris
books, OThe NotebookO by Nicholas
Sparks and its sequel, and OSister of My
HeartO by Chitra Divakaruni.

Activities: Ol canOt wait to just sit and
read in the sun with a drink. Picking
shells with my daughter on the beach
then having the chef cook dinners and
invite friends over. After dinner we go to
the beach to lie and watch the stars with
everyone.O

Luggage of choice©l use Louis Vuitton
carry-ons and huge Tumi trunk pieces
with pulleys.O

Destination:The Alvear Palace
Hotel in Buenos Aires, and
Casapueblo in Punta del Este for

New YearOs.

Fashion staplesEres and Pucci
bathing suits, white embroidered
kurtas, gaucho pants and T-shirts.
Reading materialODe KooningO by
Mark Stevens and Annalyn Swan.
Activities: OAntiquing in San Telmo,
tango shows, the opera.O

Favorite restaurantEl Danzon in
Buenos Aires, which serves
French/Argentinian cuisine. OWeOre
actually hosting a dinner there for

friends and family.O

Favorite drinksCaipiri-as and Ogreat red

Argentinian wines.O

Luggage of choiQeOBeat-up old Louis

Witton luggage.O
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